The Word
Has It
Ken Floyd
MARBC Executive Director

“Strengthen me according
to Your word,”
– Psalm 119:28

“Together”
T

“ ogetherness is a regularly developed
concept in the New Testament regarding
the church. Often the New Testament
describes the relationship between
believers and churches through words
such as “one accord” (Acts 1:14; 2:1, 46;
4:24; 5:12; 8:6; 15:25; Philippians 2:2),
“partnership” (Philippians 1:5), and
“together” (Acts 4:31; 14:27; Romans
1:12; 8:17; 15:32; 1 Corinthians 1:10;
5:4; Ephesians 2:21-22; 4:16; Philippians
1:27; Colossians 2:2, 19; Hebrews
10:25). The actions involved in these
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depictions include prayer, fellowship,
unity in purpose, and gospel endeavors.
One particular passage that incorporates
several of these principles is found in
the letter to the Philippians. The Apostle
Paul challenges them to be unified as a
church for the purpose of glorifying
God through their singular commitment
to the Gospel. “Only let your conduct be
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I
may hear of your affairs, that you stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel, and not
in any way terrified by your adversaries,
which is to them a proof of perdition, but to
you of salvation, and that from God.”
Philippians 1:26-28
This issue of the Baptist Testimony
focuses upon several recent and
upcoming opportunities for the
churches in association with the MARBC

to partner together to glorify God
through the propagation of the glorious
gospel of His grace (cf. Acts 20:24).
Togetherness is a hallmark of the
Michigan Association of Regular Baptist
Churches.
This
association
is
characterized by the partnering of
independent local Baptist churches for
mutually agreed upon ministry
endeavors. Two such endeavors are
scheduled to take place this fall. We
invite the participation of the entire
MARBC family in both.
I trust that you will take time to thank
God for the wonderful testimonies
shared in this issue and take advantage
of opportunities to join others in
meaningful ministry.
God is pleased when the His churches
unite together to bring Him glory.
You have His Word on it!

(KEF)

MARBC 7th Annual
Day of “One
Accord” Prayer

“Standing Together for the Gospel”
Joint MARBC-OARBC Conference

September 29, 2013

October 21-23, 2013

“They raised their voice to God
in one accord” Acts 4:24
A day for MARBC churches to devote their
attention to prayer for our churches, pastors,
state fellowship, camps, ministries,
missionaries, and special needs.
7th Annual MARBC Day of “One Accord”
Prayer. Sunday, September 29. You are
encouraged to join
sister churches in our
state for a day focusing
upon united prayer for
one another and our
partnering ministries.
We suggest that your church designate time
during the morning and/or evening
services to pray for the churches, pastors,
camps, missionaries, and ministries of the
MARBC. Pray also for sister churches in
your area. This would also be a good time
for deacons and/or other church members
to pray on behalf of their pastors in
anticipation of Pastor’s Appreciation Month
in October.
Some churches have chosen to receive a
special love offering on behalf of the
MARBC. The MARBC ministry office and
Executive Director are supported by the
love gifts from churches in the fellowship.
Day of Prayer resources, such as bulletin
inserts, prayer related articles that feature
Bible studies and practical prayer
ministries, and prayer requests, are
available to download at www.marbc.net.
Make plans to join sister churches in our
association in prayer for the many requests
shared on the downloadable prayer insert.
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Emmanuel Baptist Church, Toledo, Ohio

Monday, October 21
12 – 1:30 p.m. Registration and displays
1:30 p.m.
Main Session/Speaker: Greg Gilbert, “What is the Gospel?”
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
2:45 p.m.
Break and Displays
3:15 p.m.
Seminar discussion: Gospel in action through the ministry of the
local church, Gilbert and Viars
4:30 p.m.
Dinner break
7:00 p.m.
Evening Session/Speaker: Steve Viars, “Loving Your Community –
Establishing a Platform for the Gospel,” Matthew 5:13-16
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
8:30 p.m.
OARBC Welcome Reception for New Pastoral Couples

Tuesday, October 22
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Prayer and Praise session
Main Session/Speaker: Greg Gilbert, “The Offense of the Cross”
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
10 – 10:30 a.m.Break and displays
10:30 a.m.
Main Session/Speaker: Steve Viars, “Cultivating a Parish Mentality –
Developing a Strategy for the Gospel,” Luke 4:16-19
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
11:30 a.m.
Lunch break
1:00 p.m.
Ladies session – Dannah Gresh, speaker
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
1:00 p.m.
Panel discussion regarding the Gospel – Greg Gilbert, Steve Viars,
MARBC & OARBC pastor
2:45 p.m.
Association sessions MARBC and OARBC
4:45 p.m.
Dinner break
7:00 p.m.
Main Session/Speaker: Greg Gilbert, “The Church, the Embassy
of the King” (Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
8:30 p.m.
MARBC Welcome Reception for New Pastoral Couples

Wednesday, October 23
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
Noon

Prayer and Praise session
Main Session/Speaker: Steve Viars, “Equipping Growing Disciples –
Producing the Fruit of the Gospel,” Ephesians 4:11-16
(Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
Break and displays
Main Session/Speaker: Greg Gilbert, “What is the Mission of
the Church” (Children’s session with Deanna Miller available)
Departure
(continued on next page)

Anniversary
Acknowledgments
October Anniversaries
1 - Pastor & Mrs. John Wood, St. Louis
2 - Pastor & Mrs. Stephen Ayers, Faith
Bapt., Benzonia – 20 years!
3 - Pastor & Mrs. Craig Perry, Forest
Hills Bapt., G.R. – 15 years!
3 - Pastor & Mrs. Daryl Crawford,
Oakfield Bapt., Rockford
4 - Pastor & Mrs. Tim Yankee, Calvary
Bapt., Ludington
5 - Pastor & Mrs. Terry Fulk, Calvary
Bapt., Fruitport – 45 years!
9 - Pastor & Mrs. Mike Brayton, Kingsley
Bapt., Kingsley – 20 years!
15 - Pastor & Mrs. Jerry Dorman, Berean
Bapt., Livonia – 30 years!
20 - Pastor & Mrs. Larry Burk, South
Bapt., Flint
November Anniversaries
11 - Pastor & Mrs. Phil Maxwell, First
Bapt., St. Louis
12 - Pastor & Mrs. Lewis Hague, Blessed
Hope Bapt., Escanaba – 30 years!
16 - Pastor & Mrs. Jerry Larkin, Burt
Bapt., Montrose – 45 years!
20 - Rev. Ken and Sharon Floyd, MARBC,
Grand Rapids
26 - Pastor & Mrs. Jason LaFlamme,
Munising Bapt., Munising
27 - Pastor & Mrs. Ray White, Curtis
Bapt., Curtis
December Anniversaries
10 - Pastor & Mrs. Chris Weeks, Kent City
Bapt., Kent City – 20 years!
16 - Pastor & Mrs. Rich Griffith, Parma
Bapt., Parma
17 - Pastor & Mrs. Jory Trim, Trinity
Bapt., Grand Rapids
18 - Pastor & Mrs. Thomas Stout, Volinia
Bapt., Decatur
22 - Pastor & Mrs. Douglas Crawford,
West Cannon Bapt., Belmont – 35
years!
22 - Pastor & Mrs. Jerry Bishop, L’Anse
Bapt., L’Anse
24 - Pastor & Mrs. Kenneth F. Pierpont,
South Litchfield Bapt., Litchfield
27 - Pastor & Mrs. Ted Jolls, Limestone
Bapt., Limestone
27 - Pastor & Mrs. Marc Herron, First
Bapt., Caro
27 - Pastor & Mrs. Gary Page, Victory
Bapt., Manchester
27 - Pastor & Mrs. Steve Summerfield,
First Bapt., Fremont
28 - Pastor & Mrs. George Dwelley,
Cornerstone Bapt., Shingleton
29 - Pastor & Mrs. Josh Gates, First Bapt.,
Fenton
May your marriage and ministry
be marked by God’s
guidance and blessing!
W W W. M A R B C . N E T

Standing Together for the Gospel!

(continued)

“Standing Together for the Gospel” Conference. The Michigan and Ohio
Associations of Regular Baptist Churches will hold an historic joint conference on
Monday through Wednesday, October 21-23, at Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Toledo, Ohio.
Speakers. The speakers will be Pastors Greg Gilbert and Steve Viars. A Tuesday
afternoon session for women will feature Dannah Gresh, of “Pure Freedom”
Ministries.
Greg Gilbert is the pastor of Third Street Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky. He
is the author of several books which deal with the subject of the gospel including,
“What is the Gospel?” and “What is the Mission of the Church?”
Steve Viars has served as senior pastor at Faith Baptist Church and Ministries in
Lafayette, Indiana since 1987. His pulpit ministry and leadership in the church’s
counseling ministry have impacted many churches in our association. He is the
author of several books and articles.
Dannah Gresh is the founder of Pure Freedom and Secret Keeper Girl. She has been
at the forefront of the movement to encourage tweens and teens to be modest and
pursue purity. She is a highly sought after women’s speaker and author of the books,
“And the Bride Wore White” and “Lies Young Women Believe.”
Children’s sessions. Deanna Miller, a missionary with Child Evangelism
Fellowship of Greater Detroit, will once again lead the Children’s Sessions (1st-6th
grade) during the conference. Along with Biblical teaching, she leads the children
in creative craft sessions. Parents must pre-register their children online in order for
them to participate in these sessions. Nursery care will be provided by the
Emmanuel Baptist Church.
Registration is available via Emmanuel Baptist Church’s web site,
www.emmanuelbaptist.com. There is a link to this web page at www.marbc.net.
Early registration deadline is September 30!
Attention displayers! Display spaces are being filled rapidly, so don’t delay your
registration. A special displayer registration section is available on the conference
webpage. Be sure to secure your space today!
Accommodations. Three hotels have offered discounted rates for those attending
the conference:
Wingate Inn
5480 South Main
Sylvania, OH
419.517.2000

Ramada Inn
3536 Secor Road
Toledo, OH
419.535.7070

Holiday Inn / French Quarter
10630 Fremont Pike
Perrysburg, OH
419.874.3111

Business Session. An MARBC Family Session will be held on Tuesday afternoon at
3:30 p.m. Ministry reports, the proposed 2014 budget, and election of the Council
of 16 will be a part of this session.
Council of 16 nominations. Also posted with the Annual Conference information
at www.marbc.net is the downloadable form for MARBC Council of 16
nominations. Nominating instructions are included with the form. The form may
either be sent by regular mail or emailed to Pastor Aaron Hadley, MARBC Council
of 16 secretary. Nominations should be submitted to Aaron by no later than
October 10. Pastor Aaron Hadley, First Baptist Church, 124 W. Pine St., Edmore,
MI 48829; email - fbcedmore1@frontier.com.

WITH THE LORD
“. . . that you sorrow not, even
as others who have no hope,”
1 Thessalonians 4:13

Will Davis –

Will M. Davis, age
83, went to be with the Lord on Sunday
morning August 18. Will served as a pastor
for over 60 years,
most recently at
Berean
Baptist
Church
in
Portage, where he
remained
an
active
member
after
stepping
down from the
pastorate in 1995.
A
wonderful
Will Davis
memorial service
of testimony and praise was held at Berean
with several family members, friends, and
ministry partners sharing testimonies.

Born in Chicago, Will grew up in the
neighborhood of Wrigley Field and as a boy
wanted to play major league baseball.
Instead, after graduating from Moody Bible
Institute in 1952, Greenville (Illinois)
College in 1955, and Grand Rapids Baptist
Seminary in 1980, he became a longtime
pastor. He ministered at Grace Baptist
Church, Gary, Ind. (1957–1966);
Ridgewood Baptist Church, Joliet, Ill.
(1966–1973); Euclid (Ohio) Nottingham
Baptist Church (1973–1977); and Berean
Baptist Church, Portage, Mich. (1977–
1995). In addition, he served on the
GARBC Council of Eighteen.
Pastor Davis was also involved with the
Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism. He was elected to the advisory
council in 1971 and to the executive board
in 1975. He was vice president of the
executive board for 20 years and was
elected to emeritus in 2006. At the time of
his death, he was serving on the foundation
board.
Will’s passion for sharing the gospel led
him to take approximately 20 missions
trips around the world from 1951 to
2008—15 of those on behalf of ABWE,
visiting missionaries and investigating new
mission fields in 30 countries.
After ending his pastorate at Berean Baptist
Church in 1995, Will continued to preach
and fill pulpit ministry, working with
Interpas as an interim pastor for churches
W W W. M A R B C . N E T

in transition. And he always followed the
Chicago Cubs, hoping for another World
Series Championship.
Will is survived by his wife, Greta
Charlene, whom he married in Chicago on
June 4, 1955; four children, Delores
Malone, Debra Daam, Paul Davis, and
Diane Lynn Bowman; 20 grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren. Memorials
may be directed to ABWE or Berean Baptist
Church.

Joe Murray –

“If you forget me
you have lost nothing. If you forget Jesus
you have lost everything!” This oft quoted
saying of Joe Murray was printed on the
front of a brochure shared with guests who
attended his memorial service on August 8.
Joe (66) entered the presence of His Lord
on Sunday night, August 4, 2013, after
suffering a heart attack.

Joe Murray teaching DVBS children
Joe was born in Dublin, Ireland. He is
survived by his wife of 29 years Mary,
children Abigail & Joe Berger, Andrew and
Ariel Murray, grandchildren Gavin, Blake
and Ella Berger, Bentley and soon to arrive
Joseph Murray, brother Desmond Murray,
sister Annette, mother-in-law Bernice
Norton, brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law,
Phil Norton, John and Marsha Norton, Dan
and Shirley Norton, Martha and Tom
Thornton, Tim and Karen Norton and Joe
and Peggy Norton.
Fleeing the horrible environment of
Dublin, Ireland orphanages as a young
teenager, Joe began a global search for his
identity. His journeys took him to
Jerusalem where he hoped to find more
information about the “Jesus” he had heard
stories about in the orphanage. Instead, he
only found businesses that sought to profit
off of Jesus’s fame. He worked on an Israeli
kibbutz until he was arrested for the
possession and use of drugs and
subsequently deported.

Joe’s international travels took him to
several countries in Europe and Asia. He
eventually ended up in India in the early
1970’s. He reasoned that since his more
famous counterparts from Great Britain
(the Beatles) had gone to India to explore
eastern mysticism, he would try that also.
Pursuing religion through the use of drugs,
Joe found himself more hopeless than at
any other time in his life. It was then that
he passed the entrance to a mission
hospital in Delhi and saw a sign above the
door which quoted Matthew 11:28:
“Come unto me, all you who are weary, and
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Joe
entered the doors of the hospital to learn
more about what the sign meant and soon
came to know the Savior Jesus Christ.
Joe soon joined the Mercy Ships and
worked as a cook. While traveling on the
Mercy Ships he continued to grow as a
Christian as he was discipled by those with
whom he worked. One significant
opportunity that he received while serving
in Spain was the opportunity to learn
Spanish. This opportunity would be used
strategically in Joe’s life several years later.
Joe eventually married his wife Mary in
1984 and they settled in the west Michigan
region where they have served God and
raised their two children. Joe was recently
quoted in the Baptist Bulletin magazine
(November/December 2012): “We’re
conditioned to think that evangelism can
only be done by someone who is trained, a
seminary graduate. I may not be able to
speak with great philosophy and theology,
but I can tell others what God has done for
me.” It was that conviction that enabled Joe
and Mary to have a strategic ministry for
many years. They served the Lord for
twenty years as missionaries with Released
Time Bible Ministries (RBM), teaching the
Bible during the public school day to
children from 15 schools in Grant,
Newaygo, Hesperia, Fremont, White
Cloud and Kent City. Joe also served as a
deacon at Rice Lake Baptist Church and as
a church planting recruiter with Pastor
Pepe Morales at Grace Hispanic Baptist
Bible Church in Grant.
Joe was strategically used as God’s servant
to initiate the formation of the Grace
Hispanic Baptist Bible Church. Through
his ministry with children in the Released
Time Bible Club he came in contact with
several migrant families who had relocated
(continued on next page)

ESSEXVILLE,

GRANT,

First Baptist Church (Dan
Staples, Pastor) – A one

Grace Hispanic Baptist Bible
Church (Pepe Morales,
Pastor) – More than 300 children

hundred fiftieth anniversary weekend was
held at First Baptist Church on August 9-11
with the theme, “We kept the faith … We
press on.” The anniversary celebration was
the featured cover story for “The Bay City
Times.” The weekend included a Friday
evening concert with 175 people in
attendance. The concert featured Evangelist
Ben Everson, and his parents Dana and
Gloria. Sunday morning’s anniversary
worship service featured the Eversons and
Pastor Tom Teall delivering a 150th

attended the annual Daily Vacation Bible
School outreach conducted by Grace
Hispanic Baptist Bible Church in August.
Several sister churches assisted Grace in the
implementation of this important ministry.
Pastor Pepe Morales reported several
responses to Gospel invitation by young
people in attendance. The following Sunday
the church held its 15th anniversary
celebration.

Grace Hispanic DVBS worship
150th anniversary service
anniversary message. Over 275 people
attended the Sunday activities. Former
pastors’ wives Carole Tassell and Alice
Olsen were in attendance. Organist Martha
Bright and secretary Val Bassett were
honored for their ministries for over 20
years. The weekend concluded with an
afternoon dinner and the ringing of the
church bell 150
times. The church
family gathered in a
prayer circle at the
conclusion of the
afternoon, praying for
the recommitment of
the church’s current
ministry.
Original church
bell installation

Prayer circle
W W W. M A R B C . N E T

Pastor Pepe Morales prays
with DVBS children

SHELBY,
Shelby Road Baptist Church
(Bob McNeil, Pastor) – On
Sunday, August 25, Shelby Road held its
annual Picnic and Lake Baptismal Service at

Shelby Road lakeside baptismal

Camp Ao-Wa-Kiya. The afternoon began
with a picnic potluck with about 250
people enjoying the sunny afternoon
activities. The picnic was followed by a lake
baptismal service that included 15 adults
and children being baptized and joining the
church. Pastor Bob McNeil interviewed
each person on the dock before Pastor Nate
Parsekian baptized each individual.

With the Lord

(continued)

from Mexico to west Michigan in order to
work at area farms. Frequently
interspersing the familiar words of Job
1:21, “The Lord gives and takes away,
blessed be the name of the Lord,” Pastor
Pepe Morales recalled at Joe’s memorial
service his first introduction to the unique
Irish-American who had a heart for
Hispanics.
Speaking in Spanish with his ministry
partner and Joe’s friend Paul Newton
serving as translator, Pepe shared: “One day
while serving as a pastor in Mexico I
received a call from a man who identified
himself as someone living in Grant,
Michigan, who wanted him to come there
to help him start a church that would
minister to the migrants living there.”
Sensing Pepe’s hesitation, Joe then
encouraged him to tell his wife Rosina
about this opportunity and to then pray
about it as a couple. He promised that he
would phone Pepe again. Several days later
Joe indeed called them back and the
Morales were soon on their way to minister
in Grant. By faith, Joe and his wife Mary
secured a $10,000 mortgage to secure a
mobile home in which the new pastor and
his family could live.
The memorial service brochure included a
statement that Joe wrote in his Bible on
November 27, 2003, “My goal for life is to
become more like Christ each day, and may
others benefit from this reality.” Judging by
the large groups of people who have
gathered for two memorial services and
Grace Hispanic’s anniversary service in
August, God greatly used Joe’s desire to
declare Jesus Christ in his life.
Please uphold Joe’s family in prayer, the
many children and young people that God
has impacted through Joe’s ministry, and
the servants that are needed to fill the
ministries that are temporarily vacated by
his home going. Memorial gifts may be
given to Grace Hispanic Baptist Bible
Church, P.O. Box 108, Grant, Michigan
49327.

Need an Interim Pastor or Pulpit Supply?

Ken’s Road Report

INTERPAS

has godly, experienced men to help you.
Please contact:

Rev. Tom Dolph, Interpas Director

(616) 874-7056 ❖ (616) 874-6740

PULPIT SUPPLY
INTERIM PASTOR MINISTRY

Rev. Jeffrey N. Edwards
Ministry in West Michigan

6217 Twilight Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Phone: 269.343.9538

Special Opportunities

Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 17
Sept. 19
Sept. 22
Sept. 23-25
Sept. 28
Sept. 29
Oct. 6-10

SPECIAL SPEAKER OPPORTUNITY.
Pete Mothershead of Balanced Evangelism
Ministries will be in Michigan during the months
of October and November. He has dates available
to speak on Sundays as well as other dates for
special events. There is no financial obligation to
the church, just a love offering when possible.
Contact Pete if interested, 661.645.4643; email petem@balancedevangelism.org.

Gary Beasinger

Available for Pulpit Supply
or Interim Ministry

989.352.1454 (home) / 989.818.1186 (cell)
gbeasinger@gmail.com

Pederson

Funeral Homes, Inc.

DAVID A. PEDERSON
Funeral Director

127 N. Monroe Street, Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-1515 ❖ Fax (616) 866-6440

Oct. 13-16
Oct. 21-23
Oct. 27
Nov. 10

FREE PEWS AVAILABLE. 40 church
pews (16 feet by 9 inches) are available to anyone
willing to pick them up from a central Michigan
location. Pictures and additional information are
available. Contact John Kresge, 989.682.4438;
email - jckresge@gmail.com.

Nov. 18-20

First Baptist Church, Holland
First Baptist Church, Holland
MARBC Council of 16 meeting,
Calvary Baptist Church, Lansing
Kent City Baptist Church, Kent
City, ordination council
Grace Baptist Church, Canton
Baptist Bible College and
Seminary trustee board
meetings
Closed Door Ministries board
meeting, Grand Rapids
Orangeville Baptist Church,
Plainwell
Baptist Bible College and
Seminary, speaker at Fall Bible
Conference
Office closed, time with family
for nephew Trevor’s open-heart
surgery in Cincinnati
MARBC-OARBC Joint
Conference, Toledo, OH
South Baptist Church, Flint, MI
Hamilton Baptist Church,
Hamilton, MI, 50th
Anniversary Sunday
Council of 18 meetings,
Schaumburg, IL

Ken is actively booking for 2014 if you would
like him to speak or minister in your church.

Special Opportunities
EMAIL ADDRESS. Do we have your accurate e-mail address? Many people and organizations
change their email addresses from time to time. Does the MARBC have your current address? Why not
be sure by sending us an email and including your updated contact information? Send your information
to either sfloyd@marbc.net or kfloyd@marbc.net.
ONLINE GIVING OPTION. Those desiring to donate to the
ministry of the MARBC may now do so online. Locate the “Donate” button
on the www.marbc.net homepage. Click this button to make a taxdeductible donation to the “MARBC” or the “Floyd Ministry Expense
Fund.” You will be directed to a secure webpage hosted by
regularbaptistministriesgiving.org. One time or recurring gift options are available.
Giving to the “MARBC” option allows you to share a donation to the MARBC general fund. Giving to the
“Floyd Ministry Expense Fund” allows you to share a donation to the ministry expense fund of Executive
Ministry Director Ken Floyd. These funds help cover the travel expenses related to the ministry of the
Executive Director. It is Ken and Sharon’s desire that the expenses for their travel on behalf of the
MARBC would not have to impact the general ministry of the association. Therefore, they are seeking
partners who would be willing to support their ministry in this practical way.
Those completing a donation will receive an email from “simplegive.com” stating that the transaction has
been completed. The receipt will read that a gift has been received for the ministry of the General
Association of Regular Baptist Churches, and the budget category will state either: “Support for MARBC”
or “Support for Ken and Sharon Floyd.”
For those who prefer to donate by check, please make your checks payable to the “MARBC” and
designate the purpose of the gift in the check’s memo line. Please send all support checks,
correspondence, church bulletins, newsletters and requests for speaking engagements to:
MARBC
830 Russwood St., NE / Grand Rapids, MI 49505 / Phone: (616) 364-5688
MARBCKen@aol.com / MARBCSharon@aol.com / www.MARBC.net

